
 
 

  

 

By His Excellency Dr. Sourioudong Sundara, Vice Minister, Ministry of Science and 

Technology of Lao PDR, during BIOMALAYSIA & ASEAN BIOECONOMY 2015 

CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION, Putra World Trade Centre, Kuala Lumpur, 17-19 

August 2015.  

 

1. YB Datuk MadiusTangau, Minister from the Malaysian Ministry of Science, 

Technology & Innovation 

2. H.E. Dr. Tung Ciny, Committee on Science and Technology Chairman (Cambodia) 

and Under-Secretary of State from the Cambodian Ministry of Industry and Handicraft 

(Representing the Minister) 

3. Prof Tan Sri Zakri Abdul Hamid, the Chairman of Malaysian Biotechnology 

Corporation 

Distinguished Delegates,  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure and high privilege for me to deliver, on behalf of Ministry of 

Science and Technology of Lao PDR, in the senior official’s forum: Moving the ASEAN 

Bioeconomy Forward which is being held in Putra World Trade Centre, Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia.  

I like to start by talking about Bioeconomy: I understand that bioeconomy is about 

“transformation of life sciences knowledge into new, sustainable eco-efficient and 

competitive products”. There is nothing new. It has provided us with food, fuel, medicine 

and fiber over the centuries. In many ways we took it for granted.  

Today issues, an example of food security is increasingly becoming an alarming issue, as 

the global population is expected to reach 9.2 billion in 2050, with an increase additional 

food demands for up to 60%. In 2010, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO) has shown an estimated number of undernourished people globally 

at 925 million, most of them are living in developing countries including our region. Yet, 

resources needed to produce food, such as land and water, are becoming increasingly 

scarce and under potential threats from the ever-growing impacts of climate change and 

economic uncertainties. Another issue today is we face into future where the supply of 

fossil fuel –the driver of all economics become a serious environment problem, we are 

looking for again to the natural world to answer our demands-food, fuel, medicine, new 

products and chemicals.  

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Today we are more acutely aware of sustainable development such as producing more, 

using less resources and polluting less. I understand that Malaysia has also the 

Bioeconomy Transformation Programme leading by Ministry of Science, Technology 

and Innovation (MOSTI) to use as a strategic driver towards the commercialization of 

bio-based projects. I hope that you could share us on the implementation and its 

approaches.  



 
 

 

For Lao PDR, we are in the process of finalizing our five year National Scoio-Economic 

Development Plan from 2016 to 2020 (the 8
th
 NSEDP) in order to implement the 

National Strategy on Socio-Economic Development until 2025 and Vision until 2030. 

The aims are to (1) facilitate eligibility for graduation from LDC status by 2020; (2) 

consolidate regional and international integration in the context of lunching of the 

ASEAN Economic Community in this year 2015; (3) take further steps towards 

industrialization and modernization and to enhance the well-being of the people and the 

prosperity of the country in order to achieve the ranking as a upper-middle-income 

country by 2030.  

 

Science and Technology is one priorities in the development plan especially 

biotechnology. The government promotes local innovation along with management and 

utilization of science. It focuses on advanced scientific researches and technology, apply 

regional and international good practice into the socio-economic development 

particularly in the area of production and export delivery with the approach that save time 

and costs, and move toward modernization step by step; build strong and competent 

entrepreneurs under the conditions of regional and international integration to complete 

in the region by focusing on improving and developing legislations that associated with 

utilization and management on science and technology; concurrently, conduct scientific 

researches and develop technologies in respective areas of national potentials such as 

genetic resources, organic technology and alternative energy, conduct scientific 

researches for education and public administration.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Allow me to inform you briefly that our ministry (Ministry of Science and Technology) 

was established in September 2011. The ministry plays a key role in facilitating and 

coordinating between the relevant ministries. Recognizing the role of biotechnology, we 

are working on regulating and creating frameworks and policies supporting R&D 

activities. This includes the adoption of Science and Technology Law in 2013, 

Biotechnology Safety Law in 2014. This is to support the government policies on poverty 

reduction in the light of food security, Bio-safety, environment protection and sustainable 

development. 

Distinguished participants 

 

I would like to thank you all of you forpaying attention. I would like to extend my sincere 

appreciation to Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation, and Malaysian 

Biotechnology Corporation for the invitation to this BioMalaysia& ASEAN Bioeconomy 

Conference & Exhibition 2015. 

 

Last but certainly not the least, I wish all of you having nice, pleasant and success to the 

conference. With these remarks, I now end of my presentation.  

Thank you 


